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The  greatest  heroes  and  demigods  of  antiquity  were  known  to  have 
only  putative  fathers,  and  the  same  is  the  fate  of  our  sublime  Bunker 
Hill  Monument.  Its  paternity  has  been  attributed  to  various  sources. 
Mr.  Frothingham,  in  his  appendix  to  his  Siege  of  Boston,  attributes 
it  to  Mr.  Willard,  the  architect,  and  others  to  Mr.  Baldwin.  But  we 
will  endeavor  to  demonstrate  that  the  honor  of  furnishing  the  design 
on  which  that  monument  was  constructed  clearly  and  indubitably 
belongs  to  the  late  distinguished  artist,  Horatio  Greenough.  The 
originator  of  the  monument,  was  the  amiable  and  accomplished 
scholar  and  gentleman,  William  Tudor.  The  Bunker  Hill  Monu- 
ment Association  advertised  for  designs  to  be  presented  to  them 
for  the  monument,  and  a  reward  of  $100  for  that  which  should 
be  accepted  by  them  as  the  best.  Horatio  Greenough,  a  senior 
in  our  University,  about  to  graduate,  presented  to  the  Association 
his  plan  for  the  monument  —  an  obelisk  of  the  same  form  and  pro- 
portions as  one  of  ancient  Thebes  —  together  with  a  very  exact  and 
particular  wooden  model  of  his  plan,  and  his  artistic  views  and  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  an  obelisk,  instead  of  a  column,  for  which  many  of 
the  Association  had  expressed  their  preference.  Two  committees  of 
the  Association  reported  in  favor  of  accepting  his  design.  The  first, 
Loammi    Baldwin,    George    Ticknor,    Jacob   Bigelow,    Washington 
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Allston,  Gilbert  Stuart,  and  Samuel  Swett;  and  the  second,  Gilbert 
Stuart,  Washington  Allston,  and  Warren  Button.  Mr.  Stuart  as  the 
chairman  wrote  " Approved' ?  on  Greenough's  wooden  model,  and  it 
was  deposited  in  the  room  of  the  Association.  A  picture  of  this  plan 
drawn  by  Mr.  Greenough,  and  another  by  his  brother,  Henry  Green - 
ough,  Esq.,  we  exhibit,  which  show  that  the  present  monument  was  in 
every  essential  particular  constructed  after  Mr.  Greenough's  plan. 
He  proposed,  however,  a  stone  platform  around  the  base,  with  twenty 
steps  to  ascend  to  it,  and  in  the  angles  between  those  steps  opposite 
the  four  corners  of  the  monument,  stone  foundations  for  statues  or 
other  desirable  objects  it  might  be  wished  to  place  on  them.  He  also 
proposed  a  plinth  at  the  bottom  of  his  monument.  We  are  informed 
by  the  very  patriotic,  intelligent  and  devoted  president  of  the  Asso- 
ciation that  the  platform  proposed  by  Mr.  Greenough  is, quite  indis- 
pensable to  the  completion  of  the  monument.  Mr.  Greenough  imme- 
diately on  presenting  his  plan  sailed  for  Europe,  leaving  an  order 
with  his  father  on  the  Association  for  the  reward,  which  never  has  been 
paid. 

The  late  Amos  Lawrence,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Building  Committee,  in 
his  published  diary,  says  :■ — "Young  Greenough  (Horatio)  sent  in  a 
plan  with  an  essay  that  manifested  extraordinary  talents,  and  was 
substantially  adopted,  although  the  column  was  amended  by  the  ta- 
lents, taste  and  influence  of  Loammi  Baldwin."  Professor  Packard, 
in  his  history  of  the  monument,  says  the  same.  The  only  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  that  was  adopted,  was  dispensing  with  a 
plinth,  a  slight  enlargement  of  the  obelisk  at  its  base,  which  Green- 
ough had  proposed. 

The  following  is  Col.  Swett's  second  communication. 

Although  we  deem  it  supererogatory  to  present  you  any  further 
demonstration  than  we  have  already,  that  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument 
Association  were  indebted  to  Greenough  for  the  model  after  which 
that  monument  was  constructed,  and  ought  to  have  paid  him  their 
promised  reward,  we  recur  to  the  subject  because  we  have  obtained 
some  further  information  concerning  it  which  deserves  to  be  recorded. 
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Od  the  22d  January,  1825,  tbe  Association  by  their  committee, 
H.  A.  S.  Dearborn,  J.  C.  Warren,  Geo.  Blake,  S.  D.  Harris  and  Edward 
Everett,  published  the  following-  notice;  and  offered  a  reward  of  100 
dollars  for  a  model  after  which  the  monument  should  be  constructed. 

"Though  there  are  some  obvious  recommendations  of  a  column  as 
the  best  form  for  a  monumental  structure,  yet  the  committee  are 
determined  to  propose  no  plan  to  the  Association,  till  they  have  had 
the  means  of  comparing  all  the  suggestions  which  may  be  offered. 
But  as -a  column  is  recommended  by  various  local  circumstances,  and 
appears  to  enjoy  a  general  preference,  the  committee  are  particularly 
desirous  to  receive  plans  of  a  monumental  column  about  220  feet  in 
height,  to  be  built  of  hewn  granite." 

In  response  to  this,  Horatio  Greenough  sent  them  a  copy  of  the 
ancient  obelisk  at  Thebes,  accompanied  with  a  letter  in  which  he 
exposes  the  arrant  defects  of  a  column  for  the  monument,  and  ex- 
plodes the  unfortunate  delusion,  and  foregone  conclusion  of  the 
Association  and  the  public  in  favor  of  it.     In  this  letter  he  observes: — 

"  I  have  made  choice  of  the  obelisk  as  the  most  purely  monumental 
structure.  The  column,  grand  and  beautiful  as  it  is  in  its  place, 
(where  it  stands  beneath  the  weight  of  a  pediment  and  supports  a 
long  line  of  heavy  entablature,)  considered  as  a  monument,  seems 
liable  to  unanswerable  objections.  It  steps  forth  from  that  body  of 
which  it  has  been  made  a  harmonious  part,  to  take  a  situation  which 
of  all  others  requires  unity  of  form:  hence  the  more  completely  it 
has  been  fitted  to  a  situation  so  different,  the  greater  must  be  the 
number  of  useless  appendages  and  unmeaning  parts,  when  it  assumes 
its  new  place  and  office.  In  fact  the  increase  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  shaft  of  the  column,  in  each  of  the  Greek  orders,  as  plainly  im- 
plies a  weight  above,  to  be  supported,  as  the  base  implies  a  ground 
on  which  to  stand. 

"  The  proportions  of  this  obelisk  are  taken  from  one  at  ancient 
Thebes.  " 

In  our  former  communication  in  consideration  of  the  very  exalted 
character  of  Amos  Lawrence  in  every  respect,  and  his  being  one  of 
the  building    committee,  we  essentially  relied   on   his   authority  in 
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favor  of  Greeriough's  claims.  We  now  reinforce  his  authority, 
though  that  be  "gilding  gold,"  by  stating  that  he  was  the  most 
enthusiastic  and  devoted  advocate  for  the  erection  of  the  monument, 
and  the  most  profuse  contributor  toward  it,  Mr.  Touro  nobly  gave 
his  $10,000,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  did  the  same,  but  he  contributed  other 
amounts,  and  in  his  will  he  devised  $50,000  to  insure  the  completion 
of  the  monument,  provided  a  sufficient  amount  could  not  be  otherwise 
obtained  for  the  purpose. 

With  all  this  devotedness,  he  must  have  been  inevitably  perfectly 
well  informed  as  to  who  was  the  planner  of  the  monument.  What 
Greenough's  model  was,  is  palpably  evident  from  his  own  declaration, 
and  his  minutely  labored  and  finished  wooden  model  that  was  pre- 
served for  many  years  and  seen  by  great  numbers;  and  by  two 
drawings  of  it  by  himself  which  we  have  exhibited,  one  of  them  he 
presented  to  me  to  illustrate  his  claims;  which  by  the  bye  so  hon- 
orable and  intelligent  an  artist  could  never  have  advanced  without 
their  being  perfectly  well  founded. 

Some  captious  critics  have  objected,  that  there  was  no  merit  in 
presenting  a  copy  of  an  obelisk,  as  "an  obelisk  is  an  obelisk;"  but 
in  fact  obelisks  vary  very  essentially  from  each  other,  and  Green- 
ough's distinguished  merit  arose  not  from  his  being  a  copier,  but  the 
enlightened,  ingenious,  and  artistic  selector  of  the  best  obelisk  in 
the  world  for  his  purpose;  especially  as  it  had  an  obtuse  instead  of 
a  pointed  vertex,  which  enables  a  spectator,  from  its  summit,  to 
enjoy  the  glorious  and  boundless  prospect  around  him.  These  carp- 
ers are  cousins-german  to  the  carpers  of  Columbus,  who  told  him, 
after  he  had  shown  them  how,  it  was  very  easy  to  stand  an  egg  on 
end. 

We  conclude  our  demonstration  of  Greenough's  claim,  by  reduc- 
ing our  argument  to  a  simple  logical  syllogism.  The  Association 
promised  a  reward  for  a  model  after  which  the  monument  should  be 
constructed.  Greenough  presented  them  a  copy  of  the  obelisk  at 
Thebes.  Bunker  Hill  Monument  is  identical  in  form,  with  that  obe- 
lisk, as  any  one  who  has  eyes  to  see  the  monument  and  the  pictures 
of  Egyptian    antiquities   must  see.      The  stairway   to   ascend   the 


Bunker  Hill  Monument  9 

monument  were  part  of  Greenough's  plan.  Ergo,  Greenough  was 
entitled  to  the  promised  reward.  We  challenge  any  "  wight  to 
pinch  "  at  our  major,  minor,  or  conclusion. 

This  triumphant  success  of  Greenough,  just  through  his  college 
life,  was  marvellous;  but  he  was  a  well-read  artist,  and  son  of  a, 
distinguished  architect;  and  had  some  months,  after  the  reward  for 
a  model  was  advertised,  to  prepare  his  plan.  And,  above  all,  his 
plan  was  patronized  and  maintained  by  a  triumvirate  of  the  direct- 
ors, of  as  high  and  commanding  influence  as  the  world  could  pro- 
duce. Allston,  probably  the  greatest  painter  of  his  day;  Baldwin, 
th«e  greatest  civil  engineer,  and  Stuart,  the  greatest  portrait  painter 
in  the  United  States,  were  all  of  them  unhesitating  and  unaccomo- 
dating  in  their  support  of  Greenough's  plan.  Allston  declared  that 
a  monumental  column  would  remind  him  of  a  peripatetic  can- 
dlestick. A  man's  leg,  he  observed,  though  a  very  handsome  sup- 
port for  his  body,  when  cut  off,  becomes  abhorrent.  Baldwin  had 
previously  pledged  himself  in  favor  of  an  obelisk  for  a  monument 
by  erecting  an  obelisk  over  his  family  tomb;  and  Stuart,  as  we  have 
related,  wrote  "Approved  "  on  Greenough's  model,  as  chairman  of  a 
committee  to  examine  the  numerous  models  presented,  Greenough 
himself  complained  that  his  obelisk,  from  the  omission  of  his  plat- 
form, resembled  a  great  spire  of  asparagus  springing  out  of  the 

ground. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  we  are  happy  to  state,  declared  that  without  the 

eminent  skill  and  devoted  services  of  Mr.  Willard,   the    architect 

of  the  monument,  it  would  never  have  been  completed.     In  this  opi« 

nion  all  the  friends  of  the  monument  have  always  implicitly  united, 

and  none  more  sincerely  so  than  ourselves.     His  name  will  be  as 

immortal  as  his  work.     But  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  plan  of 

the  monument  after  which  it  was  constructed;  Greenough's  plan,  with 

a  slight  modification  by  Baldwin,  (the  omission  of  a  piynth  ornament) 

except   to  mechanically  make  a  copy  of  it,  under  the  dictation   of 

Baldwin,  who  as  the  chairman  of  our  committee,  L.  Baldwin,  G.  Tick- 

nor,  J.  Bigelow,  S.  Swett  and  W.   Allston,  reported  it.     He   nobly 

offered  his  services  gratis,  as  architect  of  the  monument,  though  the 
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directors  would  not  accept  the  sacrifice.  But  he  received  only  the 
amount  of  his  expenses;  and  generously  contributed  $1,000  toward 
the  monument.  At  his  own  risk,  he  purchased  a  quarry  at  Quincy, 
to  secure  materials  for  the  monument.  The  directors  were  ambitious 
of  making  their  monument,  an  orthodox,  monolyth  rival  of  its  pro- 
totype of  Thebes,  and  Willard  was  in  favor  of  the  enterprise.  It 
was  ascertained  that  a  monolyth  of  any  desirable  dimensions  might 
be  quarried  on  the  bank  of  the  Kennebeck,  but  the  enormous   and 

incalculable  expense  of  the  undertaking  was  too  confounding  to  be 
encountered. 

The  services  of  Baldwin,  however,  belonged  to  a  higher  region  of 
art  and  science  than  those  of  the  architect;  and  his  talents  encoun- 
tered their  strongest  test  in  the  construction  of  a  vast  pile  entirely 
unprecedented,  as  all  former  obelisks  had  Joeen  monolyths,  as  they 
are  by  their  definition.  His  most  distinguished  service,  however 
toward  rendering  the  monument  eternal,  probably  was,  in  directing 
the  steps  of  the  stairway  to  be  incorporated  into  the  wall  of  the 
monument  as  building-stones.  His  ingenious  device,  to  exhibit  to 
our  committee  the  appearance  of  an  obelisk  on  Bunker  Hill,  was 
amusing.  He  placed  on  the  rail  of  Craigie's  bridge  a  miniature 
shingle  obelisk,  which  to  a  spectator  at  a  proper  distance  hehind  it, 
became  magnified  into  a  stately  obelisk  on  the  Hill.  In  his  report 
he  directed  that  the  sides  of  the  monument  should  face  the  cardinal 
points,  but  sentiment  prevailed  over  science  and   taste,  the  sides 

conform  to  those  of  the  old  fort  in  which  the  foundation  of  the  monu- 
ment lies. 

By  a  singular  coincidence  three  of  the  final  committee  on  the  plan 
were  of  the  College  Class  of  1800 — Allston,  Baldwin,  and  Swett.  It 
was  our  purpose  to  copy  from  the  biographical  memoirs  of  our  class 
mates,  of  which  we  have  many  years  been  the  recorder  in  our  class- 
book,  the  memoirs  of  Allston  and  Baldwin;  but  time  does  not  suffice. 
We  cannot  forbear  to  say,  however,  that  Allston,  half  a  century  ago, 
on  the  sale  of  an  estate  in  South  Carolina,  of  which  he  was  a  part 
owner,  refused  to  receive  any  portion  of  the  purchase  money  foi 
which  the  slaves  belonging  to  the  estate  were  sold. 
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It  is  a  principle  of  Christianity  that  it  is  never  too  late  to  repent. 
And  we  trust  the  Monument  Association  will  soon  redeem  their  repu- 
tation by  doing  justice,  however  tardy,  to  Greenough's  representa- 
tives, as  they  ought  to  have  done  to  himself.  In  the  hurry,  confusion, 
and  innumerable  difficulties  of  their  novel  undertaking,  their  neglect 
of  Greenough's  claim  may  be  pardonable,  and  their  poverty  perhaps 
somewhat  controlled  their  will.  But  if  this  stigma  be  not  washed  off 
their  monument,  some  satirist  may  fulminate  against  it  the  bolt  of 
Pope  against  the  great  monument  of  London. 

"  which  rising  to  the  skies," 
"  Like  a  tall  bully,  lifts  his  head  arid  lies." 

Some  critics  yet  complain  that  our  monument  ought  to  be  a  mono- 
lyth.  An  octogenarian  placed  clapboards  on  his  house  instead  of 
shingles  which  had  been  on  fifty  years,  to  compare  their  durability. 
Some  thousands  of  years  hence  another  obelisk,  iron  perhaps,  may  be 
erected  to  compare  in  durability  with  those  of  Thebes  and  Bunker  Hill. 
In  the  mean  time,  what  ever  world  we  inhabit,  we  will  stoutly  main- 
tain, that  our  obelisk,  built  under  Baldwin  of  granite  masses,  placed 
on  each  other  without  cement  between,  except  to  smooth  their  bed 
and  build,  and  without  dowels,  will  forever  beat  all  creation. 

Why  Baldwin  and  his  committee  rejected  Greenough's  plinth  that 
belongs  to  all  ancient  obelisks,  though  hid  by  the  accumulated  soil  of 
ages,  or  why  the  platform,  recommended  by  them  and  Greenough, 
is  not  built,  are  mysteries^ 

But  there  be  other  melancholy  stains  on  our  loved  monument  which 
imperatively  demand  of  all  true  patriots  to  unite  in  rendering  per- 
fectly spotless.  The  venerable  shades  of  Putnam  and  Prescott  seek 
in  vain  to  enter  its  portal  and  stand  beside  their  glorious  compeer 
Warren. 


J.  C.  Savage,  contractor  for  raising  the  stones,  introduced  the  use  of 
steam  for  that  purpose  and  for  similar  building  operations  —  probably 
under  direction  of  Baldwin. 


(This,  and  sentence  top  of  9th  page,  misplaced.) 
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